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EXPLAINING “TEACHING MACHINES” 
AND PROGRAMMING. By David 
Cram. San Francisco: Fearon, 1961. 
vii plus 86 pp. 

This book presents a clear and 
thorough exposition of the major 
forms of programmed instruction 
which have been developed. The two 
general categories of programming, 
“linear” (in which each student fol- 
lows the same sequence of items) and 
“branching” (in which a student 
whose response at a given point in a 
program indicates a certain knowl- 
edge deficiency is diverted to a 
“branched” sequence of items de- 
signed to remedy the deficiency, while 
students without the deficiency do 


not use this sequence of items) are 
defined and demonstrated. The theo- 
retical rationale behind the two main 
forms of linear programming, that 
advocated by Skinner (which requires 
constructed responses by the student) 
and that by Pressey (which has the 
student respond to a series of multiple- 
choice items) is given, and the two 
forms compared. The same is done 
for the branching form of program- 
ming, as advocated by Norman 
Crowder. A short final section des- 
cribes the various types of teaching 
machines presently available. 
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Center for the Study of Liberal 

Education for Adults. 
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